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This manner of living conditions 
manuscript r eveals the 

more than a century ago . It nas one of the diaries of jour-

'tl t .nV ,'ntent of becoming history. nals of a citizen ra _lOU ~-.J 

th ~undat,'on of ft~erican life In our researches into e ~ 

, to the f,'rst children of the little attention has been g~ven 

pioneer s . Their part in the development of the Hew World 

Vias small when it is considered from historical vie,'''!'oint . 

Sociologically i t was of great moment. Upon t h em depended 

the course of the social system that their f athers were cre -

atil1..g . 

In the pion eers wilon ne subject to iiiligent research , 

there nas but a teu.porary stru cture , but in the children and 

their children r s children , \"Ias t he future of the Western 

'7orld. 

David Gib son, sont of the p ioneer Gi bsons, moved to Old 

Field Forle of Elk, Poca'\-}ontas County in 1822, and died there 

in 1861. He married Jjary Sharp, wh o was born Sept ember 10, 

1799 . The pioneer home was where Jacob Sharp now lives . 

was married iC::ay 25 , 1 819 . Their children were : 

\"lillialJl Gibson , born JtUle 22, 1623 

John S . Gib son , born Uovember 27 , l e24 

James S . Gibson born ~arch 12 , 1€27 

Dr . David ""'I . Gibson , born July 4 , 1829 

, 

He 



SarM E . Gibson
l 

born January 14, 1855 

Jacob C. Gibson , born June 14, 1837 

iJarj J. Gibson, born April 7, 1841 

Nancy lum Gibson, born blarch 241 1643 

r.illaim Gibson m8a7ied Polly Gay (daughter of Samuel Gay) 

who was born October 27th J 1823:. 

David Gibson bad a IDle farm consisting of one thousand 

acres of fine lemd in the blue grass , limestone valley of 

Old Field Fork of Elk . They raised grain, cattle and 

sheep , also flax. They pulled the flax and spread it on 

-the ground until it got rain to bleach it , then it was 

_2-

gathered into small sheave s like a sheaf of wheat then put 

in some d r'J place ready for '.'IorJ{ing j it was then made into 

fine linen for tab le cloths and clothing. The tow or 

C02Iser part was used for making bed ticks and clothes for 

men. 

The wool was spun into yarn a..">1d woven into cloth 

at home. 

The school house was a loov structure. A fireplace 

tool~ up orre rthole side . The pupils cut the great back- log 

and rolled it in at no<ID. each day while the girls and teacher 

s","lept the house . They had a dirt floor \''''_. tl_1 1· t 1 sp ~ ogs in 

which wooden pins \"I~"r_ e . _ lnserted for seats . A space \"laS 

left open on each side " over .. mich was pasted greased paper , 

for Windows . The pupils used so_uares ~ 1 o~ s ate rock for 

slates , taken from th b e ed o~ a bra~ch of Elk River; their 

.......... " ......... . 



~ peno s .l, i1 Ivere O~ red soapstone Gathered i"rom the 
hills . 

The pioneers also held preaclung 5e y . r;""ices in the 

. Presb~erian ) 
little log school house . The congregation lias 

't to fill but it .. vas seldom that they coUld have a miJns er 
the pul]i>i t, 

so the members went to t!1e J.!ethodist Church 

with the exception of' Ijary Gibson, Wl10 was loyal to her 

Church (Presbyterian). 

Later a nice frame Presb:rterian Church was erected 

and named Mary Gibson 11emor~a 
n ~ . 1 Chapel" l"n honor and in 

memory of' faithfUl r.1ary Gibson . Later David Gibson) Jr . 

The sa,'l "Iorked "up and downu . 
bUilt a grist mill and Sar~ mill . 

B6hool teachers and l':inisters . 

The first school teacher was Hrs . Sara>, Sharp, a 

daUghter of DaYid Hannah. The neJ:t teacher was /'iss llor" Lloore 

of Hillsboro . She taught in an old store house . It is not 

definitely knDl;91 who the first Dioneer Minister was. Lorenza ~w.;;: -
DOl'I is tho ' t to";""1\ one of them and Rev . M. L:oore , later Rev . 

James E . 1;oore and Rev . U. D. Dunlap lVas one of the Presby_ 

terian l;inisters \Vho preached on Elk . 

The :foreoUwere :fUll o:f "'ild Game ; deer , bUffalo, bear 
\Vild turkeys alld Phe"sants . 

r;ild turkeys were caUSht in 
pens--s

ome 
o:f them So l""&e that it ":no diffiCUlt to mMase 

them . Jame s Gibson Sives Us an incidellt Of his &rand - father gOing 
into the forest Where he had a turkey 

5e had pen . 



- ~-

tho :fine turJ:eys he caught . One 
many St.U:1ptuous meals f'rom 
doy he t'ound a very large 

dit"ficuJ. t taSk in 
gObler in the pen . He found it a 

him under control . Finally be took 
getting 

o1':f his home lmit sust"penders- and tied 15 

him out 
ot' the pen ~ U .. e ur ey 

h " feet , then t ook 
b t th t k kept U_D the fight wi t-

strong Wings and t'inally got away J taking :Iir . Gibson t s 
suspenders With 11im . 

h his 

I.:r • 
RObert Gibson has in his ])OSSession a small Bibl e 

that had been in the Gibson family one hUlldred and sixteen 
years. 

John B. Hannah ,",as a pioneer reSident of Old Field 

Fork 01' Elk. The Ancestral home r;as built 01' logs , but 

r'as COl!ll!lodious and cOmt'ortable . He married Margar e t r';cCl ure . 

His children Sa",uel D. Han.'1ah , non a&ed 84 years , El lis 

Hannah, BaUd Hannah and JJary Hanna" , Wife of Jolm Bever age 

of Clover Lick, West Virginia , " lIancy Hannah married 

Fletcher Dilley. The same kind of school house -_l o
g 

\"li th 

greased paper 1'01' wind aVIS l'i~Used by the Hannah ' s . J ohn 

B . Hannah often went out before brealcfast and brOUght in 

his fD.t deer, they were so plentifUl . Their first s ch aal 

teacher r;as Maggie Moore , Sister of Hora Lioore . They were 

daughters of John and Sallie lioore , Pioneers from I r e land . 
Their home was in HillSboro, P h 

ace ontas Count:: . 
During the CiVil 1'1~~ no b ....... 1 

- a". es Were fouGht , both J~ies paSsed throuGh . 

by bUsh whacl:ers . Piring was kept up as they paSsed 

Gen . RObert E. Lee '"'ent 

over this r oad to Valley The Citizens '"COUld d 
ri ire thei:r C o\~'s ana ho:rses 



bock into 'the mountain forests to keep the sol.diers from 

would burn rails driving them away or lcill1ng them . They 

around the hay stacks and tben feed the bay to their 

borses . They also borrowed or took a\· ... ay wi tb them cooking 

utensils j the women would hide their maple sugar and dried 

fruits to keep the soldiers from taking them . One p l ace 

tl1ey .mid them was to tie them to the cords of the old f'asb 

ioned beds and have the covers drape the bed almost to the 

floor . No one woul d suspect the women of hiding anything 

in that way or,pla ce . 

John B. Hannah was the son of David Hannah Senior. 

His sons Were ROb ert , Joe , William and Davi d , two sisters IJary 

Snider and Bettie Hannah . 

The :farms were larse and rich . Tbe work Vias done 
with Oxen ":' in pioneer d'ys . Tl 1 ul 

~ ley 1a ed many heavy loa ds with 
oxen for miles , gOing long distances for supplies, a slow 
but sure l'IaY . 

David Gibson , 
the POCahontas pioneer Cam f A 

e r om ugusta Count~ near r,"aynesboro , 

near Gibsoll 's Knob . 
Virginia . 

About 1770 he located 
One Of his sons , John 

where hi s de scendents nm",' live . moved to Indiana 

early youth . A dauGhter , j~ary , died in 
Sally married Sanpson Ochil tree and 

B lived near uckeYe . Elizabeth married 

a neighborhood farm " • Joseph 3ucl:ley and li'"ed on 
now ormed b, Levi Gay . ~ "d av~ Gi,son Jun " 
lor, 

.Porle Of Elle. another son located 
Th on Ol d f ield e Gibson ~~-"l " "~~ ay sons and thr 

ee daUf;hters . 
been ::>ent1oned . 

on Elk 

Some mem:'ers 
conSisted of five 

ot' this family have 
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David I II lVe l l mown pJ'lJ'Sicinn) married Eliza.beth 

Stnlnakor I daus1rter of Warwi ok Dt alnake r of R:mdolph County. 

James Gi bson marri e d Jennie Friel
J 

daught e r of John Friel 

",'ho was killed in battle on Al legheny Mountain in 1861 (December) 

Jacob Gi'!:l son married a l~iss Wamsley of Rand olph County. 
He 

Was Jrille d during the War near nuttons Ville in a skirmish Y.'i th 

Jenkins Cavalry . Elizabeth Gibson married Jam e s rOeClure near 

Edray . /Jary married Rankin Poag e ot: Edray . Nancy married 

Samuel /d . Gay ot: Indian Draft. The Gibsons all had comt:ort

abl e hooes and t:ine farms located on the State Road --the 

f amous Seneca Trai l. They are all noted t:or their hospitality 

and cheert:Ul happy dispositions.. For years. tJle homes ot: the 

"Gi bson's" were Open to all mi nisters and David Gibson I s ho",e 

~~s at t he service of the pr e"cher " 

on upper Elk ~';as at his home . ~ anu most ot: the preaching 

The story ot: their l ives s hoUld be told for the in
struction and ene 

ouragement ot: the g enerations follOl'li. ng . 


